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I am still waiting for the perfect ebook reader. |
bought the Nook for these reasons: 1) It reads
industry-standard ePub-format ebooks, 2) it's tightly
integrated with the B&N; ebook store, 3) the ebooks
are encrypted in a well-documented easily-
understood format that is portable across multiple
devices so they can be decrypted and read in, say,
your iPad's Nook reader software, or even in a Sony
Reader (with the very latest firmware), without
having to be re-purchased because of DRM
nonsense.The problem is that the Nook simply
doesn't live up to its promise. The \"paper-white\"
display is more an off-beige, and reflects light in a
way that makes it hard to read with a reading light
(necessary because it has no backlight, as is true for
all ePaper devices). It's heavy and the buttons to
change pages are hard to push, especially with gloved
hands as you might have while reading outdoors on a
cool day. The \"5 day battery life\" in reality for me
has been a 1-day battery life, read a book, and it
needs to be recharged, and be darn sure to turn it off.
The thing freezes up and crashes all the time even
with the very latest software, and is excruciatingly
slow even with the very latest software. The latest
software added classifications for the ebooks so you
could sort them into pseudo-folders, which is
necessary given how excruciatingly slow the Nook is
to scroll through its book list (get about 50 books on
the list and you're in for major pain), but the clunky
way they implemented this makes those of us who've
gotten used to modern user interfaces frown and
shake our heads.Sad to say, | really can't recommend
any current eBook reader. Either they're too clumsy
to use (Nook), have no books available for them
(Sony), or have a proprietary eBook format that locks
you into a single vendor (Kindle). I'm seriously
considering buying an iPad, yes, it will only work for
9 hours or so on a battery charge, but that's true of the
Nook too in real actual use and the iPad is usable for
a lot of other things too. It's just disappointing that |
can't get an ePaper-based reader that meets my
criteria (non-proprietary ebook format, long battery
life, compact, decent user interface), and instead have
things either crippled by bad design decisions or
crippled by having a proprietary ebook format that
locks you into a single vendor. Well, | don't like
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I've had my NST since last July, and I've been very happy
with it.Pros:- Battery life when wifi is off is as good as
advertised.- The page turn rate was already fast, but the
update last November made it super speedy. Seriously, I've
played with the current e-ink Kindles, and the difference in
refresh rate might SEEM small on paper, but in practice it's
a very noticeable difference.- | never had the wifi problems
others did after the November firmware update, but I
understand that the latest firmware update should solve it.-
The NST feels really nice when you're holding it, and |
really like that there are physical page turn buttons in
addition to the onscreen touch turning - | use both,
depending on whether I'm sitting up or lying down when |
read, etc.- Navigation is very intuitive.- | bought a $5 4gb
micro SD card and have had no problems using it with the
NST.- Sideloading non-DRMed, non-B&N; content
downloaded from places like Project Gutenburg is very
easy, and it all goes into the same library as your B&N;
downloaded content.Cons:- The user interface is easy to
use, but it's also VERY basic, and there are very few
features. You can organize your books into \"shelves\" but
only on the device itself, and it's a cumbersome process.
You can sort books by title, author, and date added, and...
that's pretty much it. The NST isn't a tablet and | don't
want it to be, but there are still some pretty simple features
that don't seem like it would have been that hard to add,
and more flexible organization is one of them.- Once a
book's in the library, you can't really see anything about it
besides the title and author. Metadata from sideloaded
content doesn't show up, and even purchased content
requires you to be on wifi to see more information.That's
about it. My cons list is really more of a wishlist, and |
wouldn't hesitate to recommend the NST to anyone,
especially at the lowered $99 price. | imagine a new touch
reader will probably be released within the next few
months, but unless the user interface is majorly updated, it's
hard to imagine I'd feel the need to upgrade, since the
current version meets almost all of my needs perfectly well.
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